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THE GAME:

The University of Montana will host the University of Northern Colorado
Bears this Saturday afternoon at 1:30 o'clock at Dornblaser Stadium
UNC is a Division II team.

THE TEAMS:

MONTANA (4-5)
12 PUGET SOUND
16 Portland St.
6 NORTHERN ARIZONA
27 Weber St.
1b Boise St.
30 IDAHO
1b UN-Las Vegas
28 Idaho St.
24 Montana St.

23
27
21
7
7
34
25
7
8

0
14
20
28
7
15
33
13
48

NORTHERN COLORADO (4-5)
Nebraska-Omaha
14
Abilene Christian
16
South Dakota
11
N. Michigan
47
Idaho State
9
Cal Poly-SLO
10
Northern Arizona
6
Eastern New Mexico 14
Central Oklahoma
20

(HOME GAMES)
THE COACHES:

Three-year Grizzly coach Gene Carlson is now 12-17 overall, and has
led UM to its best Big Sky finish since the 1970 championship team
(6-0) with a 4-2 league record. Bear coach Bob Blasi is in his 13th
season at Northern Colorado and ir; one of the winningest coaches
in Division II. He coached one season at Helena High before movinq
on to UNC. Blasi's record is 81-37-2.

THE SERIES:

The two meetings between the schools have produced two winners
the Bears losing 34-13 last year. They won 27-19 in 1976.

LAST YEAR:

Last year UM jumped to a 14-0 halftime lead and then scored 20
points in the next two periods. Monty Bullerdick gained 124 yards
on 20 carries and QB Tim Kerr completed 12 of 23 pass attempts for
4 yards and two TDs to lead the offense. Bruce Carlson kicked
two field goals for UM.
The Grizzlies earned themselves a spot at the top in the Big Sky
Conference with an emotional, convincing win over cross-state rival
Montana State in Missoula's packed Dornblaser Stadium last Saturday.
It was UM's first victory over MSU since a 30-0 decision in 1971.
The Grizzlies' 24-8 over the Bobcats, who entered the game ranked
No. 4 in Division I-AA, marked the conference finale for both teams,
ine teams will now await the outcome of the remainder of the
conference games.
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Rocky Klever was instrumental in the win, picking up 111 yards
on 19 attempts, catching one pass for a 29-yard gain and passing
for a touchdown. The sophomore from Anchorage, Alaska ran out of
a shotgun formation as well as from his tailback position. Klever
began the season at QB.
Other offensive standouts for UM included Monty Bullerdick, who
picked up 66 yards, QB Tim Kerr who completed nine of 15 passes
for 107 yards and a TD, and receivers Vern Kelly and Jim Hard who
both scored.
Defensively, Arnie Rigoni had 10 tackles, including four unassisted
stops, and forced three fumbles. Kent Clausen had eight tackles,
a QB sack, and a pass deflection. Cornerback Scott Ferda turned in
perhaps the key play of the game when he blocked a Jeff Muri field
goal attempt in the second period.
PLAYER OF THE WEEK: Klever was named the Big Sky Conference Co-Offensive Player of the
Week for the second time this season. He shared the honor with
Boise State's Cedric Minter.
Rigoni, a nominee for conference defensive honors was edged out by
a Weber State player. Rigoni is a 6-1, 200-pound sophomore from
Chicago.
CARLSON ON MSU:

"The defensive effort was tremendous. Everyone rose to the occasion
and played inspired football. They played with intensity on every
down."
17
We thought our flex shotgun offense would be hard for them to
adjust to, and they never really did stop it effectively. The
offensive line blocked their best this year, and Guy Bingham had
his best game of the season. The receivers really came through
with some big catches, and I thought Timmy (Kerr) played very well,
and had another good game against the Bobcats.
From a coaching standpoint, I think everyone of our coaches prepared
their players for anything that Montana State could have tried.
I think our offensive and defensive execution proves that.
It
was the first game of the year that both the offense and the defense
put it together for one game.

CARLSON ON UNC:

We expect a real battle. They have beat some real good teams,
including Northern Arizona and Cal Poly (SLO of California). We've
got to get back to basics.
I just hope we don't have a mental letdown after our game with the
Bobcats. We ve got two games left, and they're both important to

THE CROWD:

Last Saturday s 13,044 fans in Dornblaser was a stadium record.
It was the first time more than 13,000 people have seen a game there.
-more-
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UM RECORDS:

Receiver Kelly broke UM's all-time career receiving record of
76 set by Ray Bauer in 1948-50. Kelly, a senior from Los Angeles
now has 78 receptions with two games left in his collegiate career.
Kelly also tied a single season mark of six TDs. He now shares
the record with teammate Allen Green (1977) and Paul Cooley (1976).

GRIZ IN NATION:

Kelly now has 36 catches for 487 yards is ranked 11th in the
nation. Kicker Raul Allegre, who booted a 24-yard field goal last
week is now 10 of 11 in that department and is second in the nation.

BIG SKY LEADERS:

Kelly is 3rd in the Big Sky in receiving. Bullerdick is now 4th
with 722 yards on 185 carries. Allegre is sixth in scorinq with
44 points.
As a team UM is fifth in the conference and second in rushing defense
with a 163.1 average. The Grizzlies are allowing only an average
of 17.7 points a game.

BEAR LEADERS:

The Bears have one of the best passing games in the nation, spear
headed by senior quarterback Jeff Knapp!e, a former Big-8 Conference
passing leader. In last Saturday's win over Central Oklahoma,
Knapple had thrown for 320 yards in just the first half. He went
on to complete 30 (school record) of 42 attempts for 395 yards
(record) and five TDs (ties school record). He is leading Division
II with an average 18.0 pass completions per game. Knapple, who
played only three periods last week, has thrown for a school record
2,125 yards this season. He averages 215 yards a game in total
offense.
He has one of the best receivers in the nation to throw to in
Mark McDaniel, a 5-11, 175-pound senior. McDaniel has caught 52
passes for 706 yards, both marks are school records. In two
seasons he has 103 (school record) catches for 1,457 yards.
Another Knapple target is split end Rick Yager, who has snaqqed
31 for 459 yards.
Tight end Dave Meyers has caught 29 passes, and seven of them have
been for scores. Knapple likes to throw to him when the Bears
get near the goal line.
Sophomore tailback Mike Reilly is UNC's leading rusher with 361 yards
on 99 carries for a 3.7 average. Reilly, however, is not listed
to start this Saturday.
Knapple is also a fine punter with a 40.8-yard average. Overall
in passing he is 162 of 311 for 2,007 yards and 16 TDs. "The
Sporting News" recently listed him as one of the outstanding pro
prospects in the country.

GRIZ ON RADIO:

Grizzly Bill Schwanke of KYLT-AM (1340) and color man Ken Staninger
will begin their pregame show at 1:20. The scouting report starts
at 1 p.m.
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